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Attention all parents and guardians of Weatherly Area School District students, 

I am sure that the majority of you have been anxiously waiting to hear from the school to see what, if any, 
changes will be occurring as a result of the revised guidelines released by the CDC in July.  I would like to 
take this time now to share with you how the school plans to operate this year while during the existing 
pandemic.   

It is my intent to provide all of the WASD students with a school year that is as close to normal as possible, 
while still looking out for the health and safety of all students and staff members.  As close to normal as 
possible includes: 

• A full school day for every student five days a week of in person learning (remote instruction will 
only be offered for students who will be known to be absent more than 5 days due to Covid related 
symptoms and/or exposure)   

• Students eating lunches in the cafeteria with their peers 
• Students switching classes (if applicable) 
• Students going to their specials such as phys. ed., art, music, etc… (elementary and middle school) 

 
The district will be taking a layered approach in regards to prevention strategies to mitigate the outbreak of 
Covid-19 in the school as the CDC guidelines suggest.  What this means is that we will be closely monitoring 
local transmission data and vaccination status to determine what preventions are necessary and when. 

At the current time, Carbon County is not in the highest level of Covid-19 transmission and the county has 
approximately 50% of all residents that are fully vaccinated.  Using this data, the district plans to begin the 
school year with the following safety measures in place: 

• Enhanced cleaning measures in place to include sanitizing high touch areas frequently 
• Staggered drop off and pick up procedures to avoid large gatherings 
• Social distancing of three feet 
• Limited sharing of materials 
• One-way traffic in hallways and the use of the Smart Pass system to limit the number of students in 

rest rooms at the same time 
• Requiring assigned seating on school buses, classrooms and lunch rooms to assist with contact 

tracing efforts if needed 
• Recommending and encouraging face coverings for students and staff not vaccinated (masks are 

required on all district transportation and in the nurse’s office so students should have one with 
them in school even if they choose to not wear it throughout the day) 
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• Monitoring all HVAC units to optimize ventilation in classrooms 
• Offering screening tests for students and staff to prevent outbreaks (voluntary basis) 
• Requiring students and staff to stay home when sick for a set period of time or until negative test 

results are available 
• Asking all students and staff to screen themselves at home for any signs of illness prior to coming 

into the schools 
 

Although this is the plan for what school will look like at this time, it is very important to note that this 
could change depending upon the local transmission rates in our County and more specifically our school 
community.  If the County enters into the High level of transmission (the highest level), the district may 
be putting additional safety measures in place which could include mandatory masking of all students 
and staff, regardless of vaccination status. 

The district understands that this plan for reopening school may not be favorable to everyone therefore, I 
am asking that if you have any concerns that you please call the school and speak to a member of 
Administration before seeking an alternative method to education.  If you already know that your child will 
not be returning to school this year for in-person learning, we ask that you please call and speak to Mr. 
Tony DeSpirito about the district’s operated cyber program called WAVE.   

For anyone who has made the choice of going to an outside cyber program, please take into consideration 
that even though they are advertised as being free, the actual cost is $15,527.31 for a regular education 
student and $35,295.31 for a student with special needs.  This money is paid by the Weatherly Area School 
District to the cyber school using the district’s budget that includes local tax dollars.  Please do not take our 
local tax dollars away from being used to benefit all Weatherly students.  The district’s cyber program 
(WAVE) provides the virtual option while keeping the local tax dollars in the district. 

It is very important that everyone continues to work together to ensure the students of the Weatherly Area 
School District continue to receive the best education possible in a safe and healthy environment.  I look 
forward to seeing all of our student’s safe return on August 30th. 

Sincerely, 

Terry Young 

Terry Young 
District Superintendent 
 

 

 

 
 


